Elizabeth.                             [1685<

they in some places call prophecying and in some other places
exercises ; by which manner of assemblies great numbers of
our people . . . are brought to idleness and seduced and in a
manner schismatically divided amongst themselves . . . and
manifestly thereby encouraged to the violation of our laws .. f
Wherefore, considering that it should be the duty of the
bishops ... to see these dishonours against the honour of God
and the quietness of the church reformed, ... we will and
straightly charge you that you also charge the same forthwith
to cease . ..; but if any shall attempt or continue or renew the
same, we will you not only to commit them unto prison as
maintainers of disorders, but also to advertise us or our council
of the names and qualities of them and of their maintainers
and abettors, that thereupon for better example their punish-
ment may be more sharp for their reformation. And in these
things we charge you to be BO careful and vigilant as by your
negligence ... we be not forced to make some example or
reformation of you according to your deserts.

[Dated 7 May, 1577.]    Cardwell, Documentary AnnaU, I. p. 373.

(e) Regulations in the diocese of Chester, 1585.

A copy of the authority given by the bishop [of Chester] to
the moderators of every several exercise . . . and other
orders to be observed in the exercises.

William \ by God his providence bishop of Chester, to ...,
moderators for the exercises holden at Bury, within the diocese
of Chester, greeting. "Whereas the right honourable the lords
of her Majesty's most honourable privy council . . . have recom-
mended unto us some further enlargements of the ecclesiastical
exercise,.. . since which time we do understand . . . that many
who ought to frequent the said exercise . . . either negligently
deal in the same or wilfully absent themselves, . . . these are
therefore to authorise you that you do ... give notice to all the
clergy ... of the contents of these presents. And if you shall
find any . . . negligent.. . after warning given, ... to suspend
him so offending . . . And what you do concerning the premisses
we will you certify us ...

1 Will. Chaderton, Bishop of Chester, 1579-1586.